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te triumph of Mr. GrenvittE, and his colleagues, in 
carrying the fatal stamp act through the parliament, was 
not of long duration. As their ministerial existence was held 
by the very precarious tenure of the favourite’s favour, and 
the will of the interior cabinet, they had reason to know, 
that the first instance, in which they should neglect to pay 
implicit obedience to that will, whether it were directly ex- 
pressed, or only virtually imptied, would be the signal for their 
expulsion. Itis rather extraordinary, that after having conde- 
scended to be co long the servitor of their views, for the pure 
pose of retaining ministerial power, Mr. Grenvitve should 
not have provided, by an attentive observation of their inten- 
tions, for a continuance of their favour. It is true, the deep 
laid plan to disgrace, in their turns, all the popular men; 
and all the persons of natural or acquired influence in the 
country, was not then so fully developed, as it was by the 
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subsequent proceedings of the court faction; and: Mr. GrEN- 
VILL¥ might, therefore, have been more incautious than he 
otherwise would have been. Be that as it may, the period was 
now arrived, when he was in his turn to uudergo immola- 
tien at the shrine of the Moloch behind the throne. 

The king happening to be taken with a severe indisposi« 
tion, which occasioned .some apprehensions for his life, and 
the heir apparent beine now little more than two years and 
an half old, the dangerous void of a long minority created 
an alarm which suggested the necessity of making some 
fixed provision for the performance of the executive func- 
tions, upon the event of any of the princes coming to the 
crown, during his minority. Fhe measure was recom- 
mended by, the king himself, from the throne; a. bill: was 
brought in, empowering his majesty to appoint a regency 
‘until his successor should attain the age of eighteen years ; 
a council of regency was accordifgly appointed by the 
ministers; and, whether it was done purposely or uninten- 
tionally, is not here worth enquiring, but so it was, that 
the princess of Wares was left out. This furnished the 
interior cabinet with means to inflame the soverign against 
the ostensible minister's. One circumstance worthy of parti- 
cular remark as it serves to keep up a continuity of light upon 
the projects and devices of the court faction, on the dcbat- 
ing of the regency act in parliament, a question arose, 
“ who were the royal family 2?” ‘The law lords declared them 
to be the descendants of GrorcE the Second. Lord Hatt- 
FAx, at the time secretary of the state, and therefore privy, 
or supposed to. be privy to his sovereign’s intentions, not 
only concurred in that construction, but avowed it to be per» 
fectly consonant to the opinion and intentions of the king. 
Yet this was deeply resented, by the junto, as it excluded 
the princess of Watxrs. And, when the bill was brought 
before the commons, a motion was made, by a miserable 
minijon oflord Bure’s, to insert the princess dowager’s pamre, 


























» et, cee ies Ts - x 
Lo? heew eer eee 





AND REVIEW. 210 


—~ —4 
Pa -> 








‘the omission of which was declared to be a gross indignity 


to her royal highness, who merited the esteem and grati- 
tude of the English nation. ‘Those who know the qualities 
of the woman, and the nature of the obligations to which 
the esteem and gratitude of the country were thus declared 
to be due, will feel very little respect for the assembly who 
adopted and sanctioned such a declaration, and will readily 
form a conception of the qualificaticns of that assembly to 
estimate the true interests of the people. At this day, it 1s 
scarcely possible to look back to that setof men, without 
mixed emotions of contempt.and indignation. 

War being now declared, by the interior cabinet,. upon. the 
ostensible ministers, the latter were obliged, of course, to 
retreat. They were declared, by the CarLe ron-_house junto, 
to be unworthy of confidence ;-having, under the influence.of 
some sinister design, against the faction, and of malice to. her 
royal highness, affrontfully attempted toexclude her frome 
share in the administration of affairs. Aresolution-was ac- 
cordingly formed to discard them, and bring into. their place 
some others, like them, to be artfully. betrayed into a. com- 
plete subordination to the favourite’s will; and, like them, 


_if refractory, to be disgraced and pushed from. the royal 


favour. As all this matter is requisite to a perfect intelli- 
vencz of the history of the American revolution, the reader 
will veceive it with the attention it deserves. If, at this 
remote period, the pens of the greatest historians have 
been employed in labouvious. investigations of the history 
of Mary queen of Scotland; andin eforts, far from success- 
ful, to ascertain the frailty or the innocence of that lovely 


unfurtunate, and toassign to the ferocious traitors, who abus- 


ed her confidence, and brought her to destruction, the 
portion of cxecration due to them by the good and the 
wise, assurediy it must, not only now, but hereafter, be a 
matter of consequence to fix upon the real projectors and 
perpeirators; the guilt of that vicious train of counsels, 
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which led, through a sea of blood, to the disruption of the 
western from the eastern world. 

At the time the junto decreed the fall of Mr. Grenvitiz 
and his friends, there were, as has been said before, two parties 
in opposition. One, that of Mr. Pit, the other that of the 
duke of NewcastLe. Mr. Pirt was first requested to take 
the reins. He and lord Temp e waited, by desire, upon the 
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king. But those steady old British patriots, now perfectly 
aware of the projects of the faction, peremptorily stipulated, 
as the sole terms upon which they would take charge of the 
administration of public affairs, that there should be a com- 
plete sweeping eviction of all court men and secret advisers 
from St. James’, and a total change of court measures. Un- 
fortunately that unpropituous firmness, which has long distin- 
guished Greorce the Ilid. resisted this salutary demand; and 
the king made it an unalterable preliminary, that the favourite 
and his friends (by a most fatal and treacherous misnomer 
called “ the king’s friends,”) should remain in the offices 
they held. Of course the negociation with those illustrious 
patriots was broken ofi. The faction, however, were deter- 
mined to get rid of the present minister, who foreseeing 
their hatred, and convinced that his dismission was inevitable, 
made an expiring efiort to evince his independence, by com- 
mencing hostility against the favourite ; and insisted upon 
the dismission of lord Bure’s brother. It was, therefore, re- 
solved, to bring over the duke of NewcasTLe and his party 
if possible, to the cabinet; and through the mediation of the 
duke of CuMBERLAND, a negociation for that purpose was 
set on foot. This may be justly considered as the most 
important crisis in the history of GroreGe the IlId. since 
upon the determination of one nobleman and his party, it 
rested whether Great Britain and her dependencies, were to 
remain committed to, or relieved from that pernicious set of 
men, and that system of administration, which, but for the 
jnexhaustible vigour and unparrallelled yitality of the British 
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commonwealth, must before this, have reduced her conse- 
quence in Europe to a cypher, or perhaps prostrated her at 
the feet of her natural enemies. Had the Newcastle party 
maintained the same firm independcnt ground that was ta 
ken by Mr. Pirr andlord Tempve, the faction, then deserted 
by the Grenville and Bedford parties, would have been driven 
from court ; and an administration might have been formed, 
which would have redeemed all that was lost by the narrow 
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machinations, the feeble, yet cunning policy, and the corrupt 
measures of the court junto. But unfortunately, wisdom and 
virtue are not always a match for ambition. To the un- 
bounded intelligence and spotless purity, which distinguished 
theillustrious PirTr, were added the strong out-guards of stre- 
nuous resolution and inilexible pride, a soul unbending, and 
a spirit fierce, ardent, and impatient of resistance, or con- 
troul; the first and most essential qualities of an efficient 
statesman. In the other party there was'as much virtue, 
and little less talent; but they were wiclded by a softer hand, 
they were animated by a milder and a feebler spirit. The 
great age and increasing infirmities of the duke of New- 
CASTLE, had, about this time, pushed the marquis of Rock~ 
INGHAM forward, as the prominent personage and ledder of 
the party. Without resorting to his partial friends and par- 
tisans, for a portrait of this august personage, but taking it 
from the grauitous pencils of the disinterested and just, 
he was a man of extraordinary endowments both of head and 
heart. With a mind. clear, comprehensive, sagacious and 
enricued with knowledge, he possessed the most spotless in- 
tegrity, the greatest generosity of sentiment, much fortitude, 
and the most amiable and conciliating manners. But oc- 
currences sometimes happen, in which an excess of virtue 
produces as bad effects as positive vice. In cases of dubious 
consequence, the best and wisest of men are often prevented 
from doing right by the fear of doing wrong ; and here it is, 
where an intrepid spirit comes in aid of, and furthers the 
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cause of wisdom and virtue. Having once decided what 
ought to be done, the person who possesses that quality 
does it with unalterable resolution. And herein lay the 
difference between a Rockincaam anda Pay. “ Tam ready 
{said the latter) to go to court, provided I can cary the 
eonstituiion along with me, but not otherwise.” The former 
eonscious of rectitude, conceived that by taking the charge 
of government, he could serve the country; forgetting, 
all the time, that the greatest service he could possibly 
render it, would be to join the whig patriois, in a peremptory 
yefusal to come into office, ull the court was swept clean o& 
all the filth of the faction. What he purposec’, however, he 
performed with fidelity. The chief object of his adiminis- 
tration was America, and to the redress of her wrongs he 
marched forward with dignified perseverance, with iatrepidity 
and with vigour, through a variety of resistance and obstruc- 
tions, thrown in his way by the opposition of parties.. Those 
ef Mr. Grenvitie, and of Mr. Pirt, differed essentially 
from each other, and from that of Rockinc#AM 1n their sen- 
liments upon the subject of Americas The first of these 
{the Grenviile) who were the original projectors of the 
stamp act, were reduced to the delemma of either con- 
clermning their own measure, and avowed principles, ar else 
of maintaining the expediency of coersion, they therefore 
were for enforcing by arms, obedience to the law. On the 
ether hand, Mr. Part, and his partys insisted upon a formal 
cisavowal of the right of taxation. The marquis of Rock- 
}NGHAM, desirous to gratify the Americans, or at least to 
avoid incensing them by persevering in the rash and in- 
golerant measures of Mr. GrRenvit_e, and at the same 
time to avoid any compromise unworthy of the dignity 
of Great Britain and its sovereignty, taking a kind of 
miiddle course, resolved to repeal the stamp act, in con- 
tradiction to the one party, and to declare the right of 
taxation in contradictign to the other. A course less 
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likely to propitiate either side ; to please Englishmen, or toe 
satisfy the discontented colonists cannot be easily conceived. 
A declaration of a profitless unproductive right, was too un- 
substantial to please the one. A suspension of the exercise of. 
a right of taxation, accompanied with a recorded recognition 
ef it, was more likely to increase the jealousies, than to ap- 
pease the irritation ofthe other. Filled, as this writer is, 
with veneration, for the virtuous men, who adopted that 
measure, he finds it impossible, consistently with truth, to 
conceal it from himself, that at this day, it appears to have 
been ‘as weak and impolitic a measure, (though not inten- 
tially wicked) as any of those which will for ever mark the 
sreater part of the annals of that reign. ‘The worst of it 
was, that it was in reality, as might have been expectedy 
destructive of the end for which it was devised. After-agesy 
will, perhaps, find ic difficult to believe that such a measure 
was the offspring of the greatest political philosopher that 
ever existed ; of the man, who has been no less truly than 
beautifully denominated the focus of the speculative and prac- 
tical world....EpMUND Burxkk. 

Having so far traced the progress of this business, through 
sil its head streams, up-to the fountain from which it sprung, 
it is time to advert to the leading parts of those proceedings 
in America, which gave such a dreadful concussion to the 
government at home, and produced such a weighty influence 
upon the parties and counsels of Great Britain. 

It is too common a flaw in the nature of man, rather te 


shape his expectation to his wishes, than to compress his. 


wishes within the compass of rational expectancy. When 
the judgment submits rather to be gratified by pleasing illu- 
sion, than to encounter unpalatable truth, every thing that is 
viewed takes a tint from the eye that beholds it, and nothing 
i$ seen in its true colours, but by accident. No devotee ever. 
lad more perfect faith in his idol or his saint, no alchymist 
mere secure confidence in the discovery of the philosopher’s 
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cause of wisdom and virtue. Having once decided what 
eught to be done, the person who possesses that quality 
does it with unalterable resolution. And herein lay the 
difference between a RockincHamM anda Part. “ Tam ready 
(said the latter) to go to court, provided I can cairy the 
constitution along with me, but not otherwise.” The former 
eonscious of rectitude, conceived that by taking the charge 
of government, he could serve the country; forgetting, 
all the time, that the greatest service he could possibly 
render it, would be to join the whig patriois, in a peremptory 
yefusal to come into office, till the court was swept clean of 
all the filth of the faction. What he purposec, however, he 

erformed with fidelity. The chief object of his adininis- 
tration was America, and to the redress of her wrongs he 
marched forward with dignified perseverance, with iatrepidity 
and with vigour, through a variety of resistance and obstruc- 
tions, thrown in his way by the opposition of parties. Those 
of Mr. Grenvitie, and of Mr. Pitt, differed essentially 
from each other, and from that of Rockinc#AM 1n their sen- 
liments upon the subject of Americae The first of these 
{the Grenvijle) who were the original projectors of the 
stamp act, were reduced to the delemma of either con- 
clemning their own measure, and avowed principles, or else 
of maintaining the expediency of coersion, they therefore 
were for enforcing by arms, obedience to the law. On the 
ether hand, Mr. Part, and his partys insisted upon a formal 
cisavowal of the right of taxation. The marquis of Rock- 
}NGHAM, desirous to gratify the Americans, or at least to 
avoid iacensing them by persevering in the rash and in- 
golerant measures of Mr. GRENVILLE, and at the same 


time to avoid any compromise unworthy of the dignity 
of Great Britain and its sovereignty, taking a kind of 


middle course, resolved to repeal the stamp act, in con- 
tradiction to the one party, and to declare the right of 
taxation in contradictign to the other. A conrse less 
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likely to propitiate either side ; to please Engiishmen, or te 
satisfy the discontented colonists cannot be easily conceived. 
A declaration of a profitless unproductive right, was too un 
substantial to please the one. A suspension of the exercise of 
a right of taxation, accompanied with a recorded recognition 
ef it, was more likely to increase the jealousies, than to ap- 
pease the irritation ofthe other. Filled, as this writer is, 
with veneration, for the virtuous men, who adopted that 
measure, he finds it impossible, consistently with truth, to 
conceal it from himself, that at this day, it appears to have 
been ‘as weak and impolitic a measure, (though not inten- 
tially wicked) as any of those which will for ever mark the 
greater part of the annals of that reign. ‘The worst of it 
was, that it was in reality, as might have been expectedy 
destructive of the end for which it was devised. After-ages, 
will, perhaps, find it difficult to believe that such a measure 
was the offspring of the greatest political philosopher that 
ever existed ; of the man, who has been no Jess truly than 
beautifully denominated the focus of the speculative and prac- 
tical world....EpMuND Bunrxk. 

Having so far traced the progress of this business, through 
sil its head streams, up-to the fountain from which 'it sprung, 
it is time to advert to the Jeading parts of those proceedings 
im America, which gave such a dreadful concussion to the 
government at home, and produced such a weighty influence 
upon the parties and counsels of Great Britain. 

It is too common a flaw in the nature of man, rather te 
shape his expectation to his wishes, thanto compress his - 
wishes within the compass of rational expectancy. Wher 
the judgment submits rather to be gratified by pleasing illu- 
sion, than to encounter unpalatable truth, every thing that is 
viewed takes a tint from the eye that beholds it, and nothing 
is seen in its true colours, but by accident. No devotee ever. 
lad more perfect faith in his idol or his saint, no alchymist 
Mere secure confidence in the discovery of the philosopher’s 
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stone, than Mr. GRENviLLE,and his unwise collegues had inthe 
success and productiveness of the stamp act. They took one 
of the worst passions of men as the basis of their reasoning ; 
they knew enough ofhuman nature, to believe that avarice was 
generally a predominant passion, of the human heart; and 
they inferred, that whatever impeded the gratification of that 
passion, would have but littie weight with the people, and 
could retain its influence over them, but fora very short time. 
But they forgot that avarice is a consummate calculator, and, 
that even when most rapacious, it speculates upon its risks 
as well as its profits. In the injustice of the tax, itself, they 
imagined that they had a guarantee for its success. They 
argued, that there would be but few, if there should be any, 
who would hazard their property upon an unstamped security, 
when the law declared an unstamped security to be null and 
void. They forgot, however, that the colonists lad sense 
enough to pefceive, that the security of a paltry private debt 
was a consideration of infinite inferiority to the security of 
their rights, as freemen, since the one was involved in, and 
would ultimately share the fate of the other ; and, above all 
they forgot that their unworthy expectations, if at ajl to be 
fulfilled, could only be fulfilled by taking the people hy sur- 
prise, and giving effect to the act, by suddenly betraying them 
into obedience to its provisions, before the matter could be 
fairly canvassed, and the public mind made up respecting the 
effects it would be likely to produce ; and the means, and the 
expediency of resisting it. No one thing can be conceived 
more at variance with another, than were the projects and 
hopes of that minister, with his mode of accomplishing them. 
For, by the provisions of the act, the colonists were allowed no 
less than seven months to consider whether they should 
obey the law, evade it, or oppose it. The opportunity af- 
forded by the sagacious framers of the law, was not lost by 
the Americans ; they deliberated at Ieisure upon the sub- 
ject ; they investigated and scanned it; in all its relations, 
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bearings, and probable consequences; they determined 
upon the measures they would adopt, and they acted up to 
that determination. 

Whatever may be the praise or the censure which will 
hereafter be consider_das attaching tothe inchoate retistance 
made by America, to the encroachments of Great Britain, 
that praise, or that censure belongs to the state of Virginia, 
and principally to Mr. PArrick Henry, one of the burgesses 
of that province; a personage, whose hame will ever stand 
inscribed in the foremost class of patriots. As this is a very 
imporiant and remarkable epoch, and one which will excite 
the curiosity and regard of future historians, it is due to the 
actors in it, to bring them forward, with every advantage of 
discriminate colouring, which industrious research, employ- 
ed upon the existing materials, will afford. 

As soon as the Americans had collected themselves front 
the effects of the surprise and indignation, into which they 
were thrown, by the intelligence of this rash and injurious 
act, they employed themselves in adjusting measures 
for opposing it. Their operations were opened, by Mr. 
HeEwry ; who, in the house of Burgesses, of Virginia, propos 
ed several resolutions, which deserve to be commemorated 
on account of the boldness of the language, and the intrepidity 
of the spirit they display ; and because they may be consi- 
dered as the first spark that engendered that fire of free- 
dom, which spread overt he continent, and reached and ani- 
mated every bosom, of its scattered population, in the crowd- 
ed cities, in the swamps, and in the wilderness. ‘Il hey were 
as follows : 

“ Resolved, That the first adventurers, settlers of this his 
majesty’s colony, and dominion of Virginia, brought with 
them, and transmitted to their posterity, and all other, his 
majesty’s subjects, since inhabiting this his majesty’s said 
colony, all the liberties, privileges and immunities, that have 

VOL. I. 2 ke 
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at any time been held, enjoyed, and possessed by the people 
of Great Britain.” 

* Resolved, That by two royal charters, granted by king 
JamEs, the Ist, the colonics, aforesaid, are declared to be, and 
are entitled to all liberties, privileges, and immunities of 
denizens, and national subjects, to all intents and purposes, 
as if they had been abiding, and born within the realm of 
England.” 

“ Resolved, That his majesty’s liege people of this, his 
ancient colony, have enjoyed the rights of being thus go- 
verned by their own assembly, in the article of taxes, and 
internal police ; and that the same have never been forfeited, 
or yielded up; but have been constantly recognized by the 
kine and people of Great Britain.” 

“ Resolved therefore, That the general assembly of this 
colony, together with his majesty, or his substitutes, have, 
in their representative capacity, the only exclusive right and 
power to lay taxes and imposts upon the inhabitants of this 
colony; and that every attempt, to vest such power in any 
other person or persons, whatsoever, than the general assem- 
bly aforesaid, is egal, unconstitutional and unjust, and hatha 
manifest tendency to destroy British, as well as American 
liber!y. 

* Resolved, That his majesty’s liege people, the inha- 
bitants of this colony, are not bound to yield cbedience to any 
daw, or ordinance whatever, designed to impose any taxation 
whatever, wpon them, other than the laws and ordinances of 
the general assembly aforesaid.” 

“ Resolved, That any person or persons, who shall, by 
speaking or writing, assert or maintain that any person or 
persons, other than the general assembly of this colony, have 
any right or power to impose, or lay any taxation on the 
people here, shall be deemed an enemy to this his majesty’s 

colony. 
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—. 
To torm a justestimute of the boldness and spirit which 
dictated these resolutions, it will be necessary to bring the 
mind back, and make it take Its stand at the point of time 
at which they were passed; where, whatever might have been 
the amplitude or firmuess of the people’s notions, respecting 
their own privileges, those respecting the king’s authority, 
Were strong, imperious, aud held so firmase at in their minds, 
that few were disposed to shake them off. The terror of 
executive power, was then immense, comparatively with the 
fecling now entertained respecting it. To call in question 
the omaipvience of the parliament, or impeach any of its 
acts, was considered an enterprise of the most desperate 
nature; and he who should attempt it, would have been 
jooked upon by some as an enthusiast, bordering upon insa- 
nity at the best ; and by many others, a traitor to the govern; 
ment and laws of his country. At all times there exists in 
every people, wlio ave not utterly subdued by despotism, a 
Jatent spirit of resistance to wrong; but the hazard attend- 
ing an avowal of it, and the doubts which each individual 
entertains of being adhered to by a sufficient number, to 
sive feasibility to any project for remedial exertion, or to 
shelter them from the rigorous vengeance of angered power 
if they fail, prevents exch from speaking out his opinions or 
his wishes. He who steps forward to strike the first spark, 
and to kindle with full ardour, the flame of public spirit, 
holds a title to the highest rank among those who have ren- 
dered themselves most illustrious for magnanimity and 
courage ; and if the cause in which he has been the cham- 
pion, be really good, deserves the eternal gratitude of man- 
kind, and the glorious title of a virtuous patriot. Assuredly, 
the most criminal act, which a man in a well ordered society 
can commit, is to stir up this spirit in his fellow citizens, 
upon light occasions ; or indeed upon any, but those daring 
and excessive violations of their common rights, which sele 
gom occur; because governors, if they even were the knaves, 
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are seldom the fools to attempt them. But that there are 
occasions, in which it becomes laudable in individuals, to 
come forth to public view, and incur the danger of interfer- 
ing, when public danger and national calamity call for it, is 
not only true in moral speculation, and proved to be so by 
precedent and fact, but is admitted by the greatest moral 
and political philosophers, who have written upon the sub- 
ject; and has been insisted upon by one, whose authority 
on that side cannot reasonably be impeached, since his 
prejudices are known to have leaned at the time against in- 
novation under the name of reform; and since the very 
publication in which he utters that opinion, contains vehe- 
ment invectives against the revolutionists of the day. “If 
men (says he) are not to be found, who can be got to feel 
within them some impulse 
“ Quod nequeo moustrare, et seutio tantum.” 

and which makes them impatient of the present ; ifnone can 
be got to feel that private persons may sometimes assume 
that sort of magistracy, which dves not depend on the nomi- 
notion of kings, or the election of the people; but has an in- 
herent and self-existing power, which both would recog. 
nise, I see nothing in the world to hope.’’* 

Taking, for granted, that which will, at this day, be denied 
by very few, namely, that the imposition by the British par- 
liament, of stamp duties upon the Americans, without the 
consent of their colonial assemblies, was a dangerous innova- 
tion, a public wrong, and a violation of their chartered rights, 
Mr. Parricx HEwky claims the first regard from the pos- 
terity of Americans, for his conduct; which, we think, places 
him among the most virtuous and brave patriots, whose 
names give lustre to the historic page, and honour to the na- 
ture of man; since abstracted from the wisdom and utility of 
the resolutions, their magnamity, dematds respect ; and, 
since, exclusive of the boidness and fortitude they display, the 


* Burke, in a letter to Mr. Elliot, May 26, 1795, 
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consequences resulting from them lay claim to the everlasi- 
ing yratitude of the country. 

At first some violent menaces of vengeance were denounc- 
ed against those resolutions ; some called them treasonables; 
and one member, in the assembly, was carried away so far, by 
his indiznation, as to cry out in the house “ treason ! treason!” 
but those ebuliitions of impotent rage soon subsided into fee- 
ble murmurs of discontent, which were lost in the universal 
acclamations of assent, that were heard from all parts of 
the colonics. The resolutions of Virginia were echoed and 
re-echoed by the several other. states. One common flame 
caught from that spark, blazed over the face of the country ; 
the active patriots not only pointed out to the people, the 
immediate injury with which the stamp act, by the opera- 
tion of its own provisions would be aitended, but placed be- 
fore them in glowing colours, the consequences with which 
it was fraught, as a precedent for future taxation. They 
argued that the principle being once admitted, that the Bri- 
tish parliament had a right to tax them, it would be impos- 
sible, afierwards, to prescribe any limits to the exactions ofa 
body of legislators, who had no common interest with, and 
entertained no feeling for them; and they thence inferred that 
British exaction would have no limits, but the incapacity of 
the colonies to bear the burdens which would be imposed 
upon them; they not only heightened the colouring of 
the picture they drew of the prospect which lay before the 
colonists, if they should submit tothe tax, but they gave it 
the stamp of plausibility, if not certainty, by directing their 
attention to the enormous exactions, which the commons of 
England had made upon their own nearer and dearer friends 
at home, their constituents; and they insisted that it was not 
only iair to conclude, but irrational to resist the persuasion; 
that the rapacity of British ministers would be more than @ 
match for all the loyalty, fidelity and patience of the colonists, 
though they should be backed by the means of gratifying 
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jt, ten times greater than their new and proportionably nar. 
row circumstaaces could, for along time, afford. It would 
be well for the world, and for themselves, if those who pro- 


ject evil enterprises, would, before they enier upon the exe. 


cution of them, take a correct measure of their minds, duly 


veigh the portion ofintellect they can bring along with 
them; and at the same time recollect, that the talents which 
wiil amply sufiice fcr the accomplisement of a wise and ho- 
nest design, will be found very inadequate to the perpetration 
of one that is foul and foolish. The world would not then 
be so often disturbed as it is by the impotent attempts of vi- 
cious and fech!e contrivers; nor would so many, who might, 
by mere abstinence from evil, walk off the scene of life, with 
the respect and estecm of mankind, be gibetted up to lasting 
atlas and contempt, by vanity and inconsiderate rashness. 
Few are ihe men, and thinlv scattered, indeed, are they in 
the history of the world, who can bring their minds unclouded 
through the mazes of a bad cause, or resist the confus‘on, 
which God and nature seem to have annexed to the perpetra- 
tion of evil. Mr. Grenviive, with excellent natural talents, 
enlarged by education, enlightened by general literature, and 
sharpened by the study of law, forgot, that in vexing the press 
of America by a heavy impost, he was raising up against him, 
the most potent cfallinstruments. His experience might have 
whispered to him that, as that agent had generaliy employ- 
ed itselion the part of those who opposed government, where 
their interests did not bend them over to its support ; it was 
at least highly impolitic to exasperate 1t by oppression, if not 
expecient to flatter it by a particular exemption from the 
tax duties. Ressived, however, to carry all their measures 
with a high _ the cabinet would not allow themselves 
time or condescension to dwell upon such inferior subjects 
of consideration, as the printers of colonial newspapers ; but 
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they soon found (though soon, too late) that those very per- 
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zans were of consequence enough to be worth conciliatings 
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that they carried with them stings sharp and long ; and that 
those stings, when supplied with that venom, which contempt, 
and oppression seldom fails-to generate in the bosom of hus 
man infirmity, were mortal. The newspapers teemed with 
productions which tended to inflame the people against the 
stamp act. its designers and supporters; and while the 
abstract reasoning about the rights and supremacy of the 
British, which were opposed to those productions, were 
turned from with disregard, by a vast majority, the argus 
ments used to rebut them, were so mixed up with practical 
truths, which went home to the feclings of every man, that 
the defending of the act, did more injury to their cause, by 
provoking discussions, which always ended to the disadvan 
jage of the ministerial cause, and exiended the flame of pub- 
lic discontent to such an unexpected extent, that the people 
universally ranged themselves on the side of opposition to 


bers who had voted in favour of Mr. Henry’s resolutions, 
were re-elected to the assembly ; and, with few exceptions 
also, those who voted against them, were excluded. 





CHAPTER XVII. 














HISTORY OF THE PASSING TIMES, 
2 + eo 
CONGRESS. 
JUDGE CHASE’s IMPEACHMENT. 
[Continued from page 188.] 
M.. Hopkinson, after having professed that he and his 
colleagues, had no intention to complain of the terms 
of asperity and reproach, which in the replication, had been 
used by the prosecutors, much less to follow such an exam- 


the tax, insomuch, that with very few excepticns, the meme 
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ple; but, on the contrary, came to bearand to forbear much; 
proceeded to remark, that in England, the impeachment of 
a judge, was a very rare occurrence ; two ofly having taken 
place there in a century ; while, in this country, there had 
been, in the short space of two years, no less than seven 
judges criminally prosecuted ; a melancholy proof, of either 
unequalled corruption, or unparalled persecution. In the 
present case, he said, the first object of inquiry was, what 
acts of a public officer were the legal objects of impeach- 
ment. If it should turn out that the charges, even if true, 
were not constitutional subjects of impeachment ; and it 
should appear, that the jud ze had fallen into errors of that des- 
cription, yet he would stand intitled to his discharge. Andas the 
proceedings by impeachment were defined by the constituti- 
on, and that the court was conclusively bound by the constitu- 
tion, they were also bound to look to it for information what 
was or was not impeachable. He then entered into a discus 
sion, to shew that nothing was impeachable, that was notalso 
indictable ; and thence interred that an impeachment could 
not legally lie, but for the violation of some provisions of the 
statute or the common laws, by which the judge was bound 
to govern himself. In the criminal law, he said, certainty was 
more than any other ingredient, essential to justice. The 
judge as well as the citizen, were entitled to have the path in 
which they should walk precisely pointed out by law; and 
it would hardly be pretended, that while the latter were pro 
tected from surprise, and from the malice and caprice of any 
body of individuals, and could be betrayed into legal jeo- 
pardy, only by a violation of the Jaws, the crimination or ac- 
quittal of the former, was to be left to the mercy of a body 
of men,to be collected together five years after the transaction 
impeached. The house of representatives had, constitution 


ally, no more power than any other individuals or bed'es of 


_ men, to create offences at their will and pleasure, or to de- 
‘elare that to be a crime in 1804, which at worst had net 
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beea held more than an indiscretion, or a pardonabie error, 
in 1800. The court then would not allow them to execute 
any such power in the case of judge Chase, nor inflict 
penalties on actions, not on!y not supposed to be criminal 
till the day the representatives thought proper to pronounce 
them so, but incapabic in themselves of being swelled, even 
by form of law, into the size of an offence. For such were 
the offences charged upon judge Chase. Mr. Hopkinson 
said, that it never was, nor could be the intenfion of the con- 
stitution, nor did any thing in the letter or the spirit of it 
warrant the imagination, that it did intend to lay the judiciary 
prostrate at the fect of the representatives, to be the slaves 
of their will, or the victims of their capricee ‘The judiciary, 
he said, should be protected from prejudice, and from the 
fluctuations of varying opinion, or it was nothing worth ; and 
this impeachment, if it were successful, would go to the full 
accomplishment of that ruinous innovation. Mr. Hopkinson 
then enlarged upon the importance of the judiciary, and the 
necessity of keeping it free from dependance on any thing but 
the laws, in order to keep it pure and uncorrupt. History, said 
he, shews in almost every chapter, that oppression has not 
been confined todespotisms; but has frequently been exercis- 
ed in republics, modern as well as ancient; and the latter are 
the worst, as they were always systematically planned and 
pursued, as a principle of government.; while the former 
spring from the impulse of some sudden gust of passion. 
The people never destroy deliberately ; and though enraged, 
would ever return to reflection and justice, if their passions 
be not kept alive by the very intriguers who first provoked 
them: but while the fit was on, their cruelty and devastation 
is worse than that of the most monstrous tyrant. It was there- 
fore, Mr. Hopkinson said, essential to their safety to have 
some firm independent branch of government, [to resist their 
frenzy. An independent judiciary would have protected Sen- 
€ca from the ferocity of Nero, and Socrates from the outrages 
VOL, I. Ff 3 . 
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cus cruelty of a deluded people. Ifthe vague and mutable 
opinions of right and wrong, of propriety and impropriety of 
demeanour, as they may be entertained by any individual or 
any select body of individuals, be the tenure on which a 
judge holds his office, and the standard of: his judicial con- 
duct, the judiciary, Mr. Hopkinson averred, could be no lon- 
ger independent. 

Mr. Hopkinson then proceeded to answer the first article, 
and said, that in the whole of the specifications contained in 
it, one truth only was discoverable, and that was, “ that judge 
Chase did form and reduce to writing, and tn a limited man- 
ner, deliver an opinion on a question of law, on the con- 
struction of which the defence of Vries the accused, mate- 
rially depended.” But that it went to prejudice the minds 
of the jury, was unfounded and untrue; as the opinion, so 
written, was not delivered to any one, but the counsel of Fries, 
and to the attorney general for the United States ; the third 
copy (and three only were made) were reserved to be given 
to the jury, to take out with them, when they had heard all 
the arguments, at which time it was not only the right, but 
the duty of the court to state the law to them. The reason 
why the judge handed it to the counsel, Mr. Hopkinson said, 
was fully explained by the evidence of Mr. Lewis, who de- 
clared that judtre Chase said, that he understood, that at the 
former trial, there had been a great waste of time on topics, 
which had nothing to do with the case, and in reading deci- 
sions on the laws of treason ; and that to prevent this waste 
of time, he had made up the law, and reduced it to writing, 
that the counsel might govern themselves accordingly. Mr. 
Tilghman’s evidence he said, confirmed this, and went still 
farther, by testifying, that the judge expressed himselfin these 
words, when he threw the papers on the table, and said, that 
the court had maturely considered the law, and reduced it to 
writing ; but, that nevertheless counsel should be heard.’”’ Mr. 
Rawle had given cvidence to the same cfiect, and added, that 
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the judge said the court had determined to express their opi- 
nion in writing, on the law, /Aatt/ey might not be misunderstood. 
Mtr. Meredith's testimony had agreed with this, as is said 
that the opinicn was reduced to writing, in order to save 
time and prevent mistake ; so that the motive of the judge 
could not be misunderstood ; and it could not be believed, 
that he soacted (us was charged in the article) to prejudice 
the minds ofthe jury against Fries. 

But it had, for the purpose of supporting the charge, and 
Mr. Lewis’ testimony, against this weight of evidence, been 
said, that he (Mr. Lewis) ought most te be relied upon, 
as he was the most interested in the transaction : “Mr. Hop- 
kinson insisted on the contrary, that Mr. Lewis’ having that 
interest, injured his testimony, as it would probably have 
given a false colouring, in his eyes, to the conduct of the 
judge ; besdes, Mr. Lewis himself had declared that his me- 
mory was very imperfect of distant events. At all eyents 
there were two positive aflirmative witnesses, whose testimony 
wasin favour of the judge, while against him there was one 
only, and that a negative witness, who owned the badngss of 
his own memory. | 

Having thus established the point, that the judge only want- 
ed to save time, Mr. Hopkinson asked, whether itcculdbe a 
disadvantage, or rather was_ it not a great advantage to the 
counsel, to have the opinion of the court on the points of law 
likely to arise, written down for them, to serve asa guide by 
whichthey might shape their arguments so as best to serve 
their client. Both sides, prosecutor and prosecuted, were fur- 
nished with it, and this would have had the effect to regu- 
Iateand confine the argument within its proper channel, 
and prevent a deviation from it to irrevalent matier ; while, 
on the contrary, if the court had permitted the ccunsel to 
lake the usual course, and kept their own opinion in close ree 
serve, without disclosing its tendency until the arguments 
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closed ; and then, as undcubtedly they mizht have dee 
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livered it to the jury ; and if the opinion, so delivered, should 
contain points which had been overlooked by the counscl, 
surely it would have been prejudicial to the prisoner. The 
jury would naturally take the law from the court ; therefore, 
ifthe judge really wished to hurt Fries, he would have with- 
held the opinion, and left them to flounder in the dark. 
Mr.Hopkinson reminded them,that the opinion of the court, 
written by judge Chase was not read; that no declaration 
was made of its contents; that it was neithcr known nor in- 
tended to be made known to any one but the counsel for 
whose use it was designed; that no attempt was made, 
or design manifested, to read it, and it was only privately 
handed to Mr. Lewis. How then could it injure Fries? 
how was it made public, or how did so many copies get 
abroad ?.....Not by the court, but by the counse! of Fries. 
Mr. Lewis, in 2 moment of indignation, real or affected, threw 
the papers from him, upon the tsble of the court, saying, “his 
hand should notbe polluted by it ;” amd Mr. !opkinson said it 
sid not. appear to the court of impeachment, at the moment 
he was speaking, that Mr. Lewis knew a word of the paper, 
which he so hastily condemned. By this means several persons 
got hold of it, and several copies were taken of it, deci- 
cedly against the will of the court. The whole amount then of 
the judge’s crime, on the occasion, was this: he had, on 
mature consideration of the Jaw, and all the authorities and 
precedents, English and American, made up his mind upon 
what overtacts would constitute the treason of levying war ; 
and, to prevent mistakes, had reduced his opinion to 
writing; and, for the information of the counsel on both 
sides, he gave a copy of the opinion to each of them ; and 
intended to give another to the jury, to take cut with 
them. That opinion being supported by the highest 
English authorities. Mr. Hopkinson did not mean to 
condemn the conduct of the counsel of Fries. Their object 
was to save the life of their clicnt ; and it was their’s 1 
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judge, whether affecting to take fire at the opinion of the 
judge, for the purpose of exciting a prejudice against thé 
mode of proceeding, and embarrasing the court, were the 
best means of accomplishing their object, or were means 
which they were justifiable in pursuing. | | 

As to the second specification in the charge, namely, 
that “ Judge Chuse had restricted the counsel of Fries from 
recurring to such English authorities as they believed apposite, 
and from citing ceriain statutes of the United States, sup- 
poscd to be illustrative of the positions on which they meant 
to rest for the defence of their client.” Mr. Hopkinson 
asked, what wouid become of those pretences when the 
evidence of Mr. Rawle was. considered ?....That highly re- 
spectable character had testified, that the yery.samerestriction 
which this part of the impeachment complained of as being 
Jaid upon the counsel of Frics to prejudice him, was im- 
posed upon hinralso, as counsel for the United States. “ And 
what was the restriction, now so magnified, when taken in 
its full amount f.... Why, that certain English decisions on 
the law of treason, made before. the revolution of 1688, 
should not, or ought not, to be read to the jury.” Ifeither 
side had a right to complain of. this restriction, it was the 
counsel of the United States; since the decisions so for- 
biden to be referred to were, as Mr, Lewis himse}f had said 
of them, “ the decisions of corrupt and dependent judges, 
who carried the doctrine of constructive treason to the most 
dangerous aud extravagant lengths.” The exclusion of 
such cases could not injure Fries. But for what purpose 
could the counsel of Fries desire to read such cases? Why 
wish to faticué the court and the jury with the wicked, 
cruel, and yet ridiculous decisions against a man, who only 
had said, that he wished his stag’s horns in the king’s belly ; 
and against another, who kept the sign of the crown, and fool- 
ishly said, that he weuld make his son heir to the crown ? 
They could have had but one object in desiring to read 


















































weh things to the jury, and that was to excite sucha hovr- 
ror in their minds, by reciting such tales of tyranny and 
blood, as would create in them a general detestation 
against the law of treason, and to all cases of il, evea 
the most just and upright. «AV colouring had besa ate 
tzinpted to be given to this by Mr. Lewis, who had said, that 
he wished to have those cases read, because, Uhough they 
Were Wicked, Cecisions were grounded upon their authori- 
iies since the revolution, which might themscives be re- 
ceived as good authorities, and he was therefore cesircus to 
eward the jury against them. If the gentleman was sincere 
mm this picture, how far did he mean to carry it? Did he 
miean it to go to a// the decisions since the revolution ? Did he 
mean to say that there were no adjudications en the subject, 
which ought to be relied upon, as sound, legal and virtuous? 
Bir. Llopkinson supposed not. If then the gentleman only 
meant to discredit such decisions us were founded on those 
corrupt cases alluded to, then assuredly he was premature in 
his attempt to read those decisions in defence of Fries. If 

ihe district attorney shculd have read or relied on any such 
ease, thén would be the time, and then it would have been 
competent to him to do so, and no court would or could 
have preven‘.ed him. 

Upon that part of the restriction which went to exclude the 
readine of the statutes of the United States, Mr. Ilcpkineon 
said, thatamong the acknowlcdyed powers of a judge, was that 
of regulating and directing: the arguments before him, and of 
preventing the introduction of matters impreper or irrevelant 
tothe issue. The statutes alluded to, were of the latter de- 


scription, having nothing under heaven to do with the trial of 


Fries. Fries was tried for the treason of levying war, and 
no other offence. This crime was created and defined by 
the constitution ; and if the attorney of the United Siates 
could net shew that the prisoner had been guilty of tre 
erime in the indictment, acccrding to the definition and des 
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scription in the constitution, the prosecution must fail. If, 
on the other hand, ke did shew it, Fries must be convicted. 
No act of congress could in anv wey enlarge, restrict, alle 

or aiiect the constitutional description, cr controul the cha- 
racter of a crime defined in, and derived from the paramount 
authority of the constitution. Here Mr. Hopkinson entered 
into a Jeral discussion of the power and rights ef the legisla- 
tive and judicial parts of the government, to shew that the 
expounding the law of treason, under the constitution, pre- 
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perly belonged to the fatter ; chev that congress 
had neither authority, nor any intentioi: to interpret the words 
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of the constitution by any act subsequent to it. 

It was pretty remarkabie, that of e humerous spectator 
of this transaction, not one man, but Mr. Lewis, was brought 
forward to substantiate this charge, and he avowed his imper- 
fect recollection of it; while, against the charge, there were 
Messts. Rawle, ‘Tilghman, Meredith, Biddley;and Ewing 3 
these five were in court durvins: the trial of Fries, and at the 
very time this restriction is supposed by Mr. Lewis, to have 

been imposed ; and yet not one en the least recollection 
ofits; nay, they (at Icast some of them) state, positively, that 
no such | 
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prohibition had been 1s oe 


As to the third and last specification, in this 
(That of “ debarring the prisoner from his constituti- 
lal privilere cf addressing the jury, throuch his counsel, 
on the law,as well as the fact, which was to determine his 
fuilior his innocence ; and, at the same time, enceavouriag 
to wrest fram the jury thei ir indisputable right to hear ar- 
gument, and determine on the question of law, as well as the 
question of fact, involved in the verdict which they were re- 
quired to give.””) Mr. Hopkinson said, that it was absolutely. 
unfounded and untrve; and, in allits paris, most complctely 
disproved by the evidences: e Messrs. Tilehmen and Aferes 
cith, had express ly sworn, that rudge Chase, w 
down the paper, containing the epinion ef the court, en the 
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law, had expressly declaredthat, nevertheless, counsel should 
be heard against that opinion. Mr. Rawle had sworn, that 
it appeared to him that Mr. Lewis had, throughout the whole 
business, misunderstood the court, and mistook their inten- 
tion ; and his testimony, in the most direct and positive 
terms, negatives every idea of restriction on the arguments 
of counsel. But if any doubt could be entertained upon the 
subject, Mr. Hopkinson was happy to be able to refer toa 
written, and unalterable documént, which annihilated the 
specification of the article. This document was the second 
exhibit, filed with judge Chase’s answer, and which contains 
the very opinion, so scorned by the counsel of Fries. If they 
had read that opinion before they condemned it, much confu- 
sion would have been saved. In that opinion (it will be seen by 
referring tothe appendix) will be found these words: “ It is the 
duty of the court, in this, and in all criminal cases, to state to 
the jury, their opinion of the law, arising on the facts ; dué che 
jury are to decide on the present, and in ail criminal cases, beth 
the law and the facts, on their consideration of the whole case.” 
When judge Chase discovered from the conduct of the 
counsel of I’ries, and the hostility they manifested, tha: they 
had misunderstood him, he resolved to move all cause of irri- 
tation ; be withdrew the opinion, took up every copy of it ; 
and, by doing so, placed the prisoner, the counsel, and the 
jury in the same situation, as if no such paper had been is- 
sued. He acknowledged their rights, and exhorted them 
to proceed in the enjoyment ahd exercise of them. But no, 
the counsel would not ; and instructed by them, Fries refused 
to take the aid of other counsel. Why was all this? Because, to 
use the words of Mr. Lewis, they thought they had got the 
court in an error, ora scrape; and they were resolved to 
keep him there. Theypabandoned John Fries, because they 
thought that the best way to save his lifee They hoped, by 
playing upon the passions and prejudices of mankind, to 
give their client a chance for escape, which he could not 
derive from the merit of his cause. They solemnly impress- 
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ed this on the mind of Fries; and, so well were they 
convinced of the court’s having no interest to oppress 
Fries, that in their communicaticns to him, they anticipated 
the offer of other counsel to supply their desertions. 








Having gone through the several specifications in the 
first article, Mr. Hopkinson appealed to the life, the conduct, 
and the character of the judge, as abundant refutations of 
any such charges as those brought against him by the manas 
pers. 

“ How proudly (said he) may the respondent make this 
appeal....He is charged with an attempt to violate the 
laws and constitution of his country, and destroy the best li- 
berties of his fellow citizens. Look, sir, to his past life, to 
the constant course of his opinions and conduct, and the 
improbability of the charge is manifest. Look to the 
days of doubt and danger. Leok to that glorious struggle, 
so long and so doubtfully maintained for that independence 
we now enjoy ; for those rights of self government you now 
exercise ; and do you not see the respondent among the 
boldest of the bold, never sinking in hope or in exertion, aid- 
ing by his talents, and encouraging by his spirit; in short, 
putting his property and his life in issue on the contest, and 
making the loss of both certain by the active part he assumed 
should. his country fail of success. And does this man, who 
thus gave all his possessions, all his energies, all his hepes 
to his country, and to the liberties of the American people, 
nhow.employ the small and feeble remnant of his days; with- 
out interest or object, to pull down and destroy that very 
fabric of freedom, that very government, and. those very 
rights he so labored to establish. It is not credible ; it cans 
hot be credited, but on proof infinitely stronger than 
any thing that has been offered to this honorable court on 
this occasion. Indiscretions may have been hunted out by 
the perseverance of persecution ; but I trust, most confi- 
Uently, that the just, impartial, and dignified sentence of this 
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honorable court, will completely establish to our country, and 
to the world, that the respondent has fully and honorably 
jusufied himself against the charges now exhibited against 
him ; and has discharged his official duties; not only with the 
talents which are conceded to him, but with an integrity 
which is infinitely more dear to him.” 

Of this charge the judge wss acquitted. [See Appendix.] 


(End of the first charge] 
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SUICIDE. 


le the stdte of Delaware, a Mr. John Hilliard, in April 
last, put an end to his existence. The deliberation with 
which he devised and executed the lamentable project; 
appears from a letter which he left behind him, directed to 
his parents and relations. It appears, that this unfortunate 
young gentleman, being destined to the medical profession, 
had not only commenced the study of it, but had actually 
practised for some weeks, by permission obtained from the 
medical board ; but not having made himself so perfect as 
he ought to have been, before the meeting of the board, he 
was rejected, and advised to return to his studies. This, 
co-operating with some pecuniary embarrasments, affected 
him so deeply, that he expressed a determination not to 
survive it; and on his return home attempted to blow his 
brains out, with a pistol, which flashed in the pan. For 
the time he was prevented from executing his horrible 
purpose. The following is the letter alluded to: 
“ Dear Farents and Relatives, 

“ Forgive a son, a relative, whose inattention and diss 
pation has driven him to self-murder....Never think of me 
more !...J amunworthy your Jove, affection, or esteem, musk 
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less sorrow and regard....Adieu! What Cato did, and 
Addison approved of, who can censure !* If a father has 
any affection for his son, indemnify doctor Elijah Barrett, 
who has been a very near, and dear friend to me. 
« P, S. I hope to meet you in the kingdom of Heaven..+. 
my last prayers are to the God of my existence...I shall ex- 








NOTE BY THE EDITOR, 


* This is an expression, on which the interests of morality, and 
justice to the virtuous Addison, will not permit us to be silent. Cato 
was a Roman-Heathen, one of those who firmly believed, that SUi- 
cide, was not only, not a sin, but, in certain cases, highly meritorious. 
Addison, describes the man such as he was; and has made him die, in 
the play, as he actually died at Utica. ‘To have made him do other- 
wise, would have been to violate historical truth. The christian 
dispensation was not known to Cato. But, so far from Mr. Addison’s 
approving the act, he makes, even that stern heathen, when dying, 
express fears of his having done wrong. | 


©. .e00eeeee- Oh, when shall I get loose from 
This vain world, th’ abode of guilt and sorrow ¢ 
And yet methinks, a beam of light breaks in 

On my departing soul. Alas, 1 fear 

T’ve been too hasty. Oh ye powers, that search 
The heart of man, and weigh his inmost thoughts, 
If I have done amiss, impute it not! 

The best may err, but you are good.” 


This gleam of light, which the pious Addison causes to break in 
upon the expiring heathen, is so perfectly admonitory to the reader 
of his play, that nothing but a stronger tendency to accept from the 
heathen, a pretext for suicide, than to obey the mandates of the 
christian, could have betrayed any one, who understood Mr. Addi- 
son's words, into such an imputation upon him. It were better men 
never read at all, or even learned to read, than thus, by knowing 
little, and perverting the little they know from its true intent, to 
palliate their own crimes, and supply the unthinking part of society 
With motives to sin, and sophistical pretexts for their purposes, how- 
ever criminal. That any one can be at once a suicide and a christian, 
is, on the very face of the christian dispensation, proved to be impos- 
sible; and this consideration alone, even if there were no other, 
thould stimilate parents to the early inculcation of christianity, not 
paly in the hearts, but the whole frame of thinking, of their children. 
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perience the awful realities of eternity by the mcdium of 
laudanum. s. 

“If you, possibly, can pay all my debts. The embar. 
rassed state of my affairs; the reprimand of a fond father ; 
the sighs and reproaches of an indulgent mother; and the 
rebuke of an aged aunt; have so much hurt, and distract~ 
ed me, as to urge me on to the deliberate act of self- 
murder. My God! I shuddgr to relate it....but in my 
dying moments I will not deny the fact. Pardon me, oh 
God !....And excuse me, oh beloved parents and relatives! 
and do not bewail the loss of ason, and connection unworthy 
of you. I can say no more; my heart is ready to burst; 
my tears cloud my eyes; I recommend myself to God. 

“ Dear father and mother, and J. R. C. if you love your 
son, indemnify doctor Barrett...Adieu! JoHN HILLIARD,” 

Another instance of suicide took place at Easton, in Mary- 
Jand. James Eleanor, the keeper ofthe state prison, was 
found hanged, with a silk handkerchief, from his bed-post. 
This unfortunate man was a general in the revolutionary 
army, and is said to have been instigated to this rash act, 
by poverty. Itisa curious fact, that he left behind him 
a written intreaty, that his name should be erased from the 
list of American officers ; strange inconsistency ! to over- 
look at cence, his own infamy, and the horrors of eternal 
punishment; and in the moment ofrushing into the other 
world, to give his mind up tothe most trivial, groundless, 


and far fetched notions of the earthly consequences of his 


guilt, to others. 

On Tuesday, the 14th of May, the reverend Henry Ware, 
was installed, Hillis Professor of divinity, at the university of 
Cambridge ( Massachusetts.) He spoke a Latin address, upon 
the occasion, which was greatly admired by the literary part of 
the audience; particularly a concluding address to the creator, 
in behalf of himself, and the students, was consideted as pe- 
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culiarly deserving of admiration, for the piety it breathed, 
and the pathetic eloquence of the language, in which it was 
delivered. The induction to thisimportant office of gentlemen 
so distinguished for piety, talents, erudition and virtue, has 
been highly gratifying to all the friends of science and reli- 
gion. 

At the same time, Mr. William Dandridge Peck, was in- 
stalled Massachusetts professor of natural history, at the 
seminary. This professor step, is a recent establishment, 
originates in the munificence of a number of private indivi- 
duals, at an expence of thirty thousand dollars, which capital 
is daily augmented, by the liberality of individuals, in various 
parts of the commonwealth ; and the legislature of Massa- 
chusets has granted to it a township of Jand. 

Earthquake.e—On Sunday, the 12th oflast month, (May) 
at about forty minutes past ten o’clock in the afternoon, a 
slight shock of an Earthquake was felt at Portsmouth, in 
New-Hampshire, and inthe neighbouring town. Its course 
appeared to be from west to east. 

In pursuance of an act, passed atthe last session of the 
legislature of New-York, for building a bridge over the 
Wallebought pond, and for constructing a road between the 
towns of Bushwick and Brooklyn, in King’s County, in that 
state, a number of ecntlemen met at Brooklyn, on the first 
day of this month, (June) and elected a board of directors, 
for the purpose of carrying that act into execution. It was 
composed of the following persons : 

John Jackson, president, 
John Hicks, treasurer, 
Peter Sharp, secre‘ary. 
Jeremiah Johnson, 
William Prince, 
Richard M‘Malcom, 
pamuel Jackett. 
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And on the fourth of the month, the three first of those, 
were vested with their respective offices. 
This bridge is to be twelve or fourteen hundred feet long, 











and twenty-four broad. 

This isrecorded as a proof of the very extraordinary ad. 
vancement of America, in wealth, commerce, agriculture, 
civilization, and internal improvement ; and it will serve to 
inform posterity, when the place where this bridge is to be 
erected shall be covered with a great, numerous, and oppu- 
lent population, residing in splendid buildings, what was the 
original state of the place around them, and what the time 
at which it started from it in its progress, to a compleatly 
improved condition. A fragment which should fix the 
spot, and date of the building of the first bridge in Dublin, 
Cork, Edinburgh, Glasgow, or London, would be now held 
invaluable by the antiquary and historian. 

On the morning of Saturday, the 4th of this month, at 

between three and four o’clock, a melancholy occurrence 
took place, at T’rederickstown, in Maryland. A thunder 
cloud passed over the town, from which a fiash of lightning 
cecsendedton the house of Mr. Joseph Doll, junior, and struck 
him dead, in the entry, as he was going out, it is supposed, 
with the intention of placing some tubs to catch the rain 
water. The lightning, it appears, entered the gable end, 
near the chimney, at the junction of the two rafters, where 
it divided itself into two streams; one passing along the 
fyont, in its course, breaking several pains of glass, in the 
upper window, and shattering the casement considerably, 
and thence descending to a window of the lower story, the 
frame of which was marked with violence. 

It is a little surprising, that notwithstanding a gun was 
suspended from that rafter to the next one to it, a small 
portion only, of the fluid, was diverted from its course, by 
the gun-barrel ; along which it passed, as far as the lock, 
Srom which it issued into the rafter, leaving some slight 
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impressions on it. The other stream of lightning, which 
nade its way down the rafter to the back part of the build- 
ding, after reaching the corner passed through the upper 
and lower rooms on that side, and tore away the plaistering 
in several places. It was near the door of the lower apart- 
ment, that Mr. Doll was found, about half an hour after he 
was struck, by an apprentice lad, who slept in the garret, 
about three or four yards from the rafter, by which it des 
scended into the rooms. He (the apprentice) however, suf- 
fered no injury, except being very much stunned. 

It is to be regretted, that the means of restoration were 
not properly employed on this occasion, as there was rea- 
son to believe they might have proved successful. But 
more than an hour having elapsed before any aid was called 
for ; and, this being the only instance of death by lightning, 
in that town, the confusion, generally consequent to such 
accidents, prevented the necessary efforts being made in 
time: 

A bold and éxtraordinary attempt to escafe from imfirison- 
ment!!A man of the name of William Brown, who was 
confined in the debtor’s prison, in the city of New-York, 
made it his daily practice, to amuse himself and terrify his 
associates, by jumping and running on the roof of the 
building. At one time he would stand, with one foot on the 
edge of the dormer window, and the other over the pave- 
ment below; at another, he would throw his body over 
the eaves of the roof, and suspend himself over the paves 
ment, by holding the gutter with his hands. Last week, 
he walked deliberately, on the gutter, to the corner of the 
building, put himself sover the eaves of the roof, and came 
down into the yard, on the pipe, or box, which leads from 
the gutter; as he was making his escape from the yard, 
he was apprehended by one of the turn-keys of the prison. 
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FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


‘Loe emperor of Russia has granted complete emanci- 
pation to the Jews, in his dominions. An ukase, of the 
9th of March, last, grants them the privilege of educating 
their children in any of the schools and universities of the 
empire; or they may establish schools at their own ex- 
pence. Such Jews as may become magistrates, if in Po- 
land, must wear the Polish habit; and those in Russia, 
that of Germany. The Jews are separated imto four 
classes: labourers, mechanics, metchants and citizens; 
all the Jabourers are declared free, and, as well as miechan- 
ics, have the liberty of purchasing uncultivated land; which, 
after five years, is to be free from all taxes. Those not 
able to purchase will have lands assigned them. The rab- 
bins are prohibited from inflicting punishments; such as 
severe fasts, execrations, &c. under penalty of fifty rix 
dollars for the first offence; one hundred for the second; 
and banishment, to Sibcria, for the third. 

It is stated, in the British prints, that, at Octam, 
in the parish of Montague, Somersetshire, (England) 
there are living, in one family, a father and his wife, of 
the name of Ellin, whose ages, united, makes 186 years; 
‘a son and daughter 140, which, in all, amount to 326 
years. Of domestic animals, they have, a dog, 25 years 
-Old, a raven 90 years, now turned grey, and a horse of 
55 years old. The aggregate of the whole making 466 
years. 















































ADVERTISEMENT. 


Or the manpamottifications which in the ordinary pursuits 
of life men are compelled to endure, there are few so dis- 
tressing as that of making apologies. But, painful as they 
are in themselvés, they become more so, when from their 
nature and circumstances they must be made in public, and 
to a‘considetable portion of the community. Feeling, as 
acutely 44.any man, the force of these truths, the eprror of 
“ The Monthly Register,” has yet to lament, that it has fallen 
to his lot to apologize to his subscribers, for failures which he 
ecould.n@t foresee ; and for errors which he could not prevent... 
Errors, which, in their nature, are perhaps inseparable from 
works of this kind; and failures, the prevention of which 
demanded the benefit of painful experience. 


The delay which has taken place in the publication of the 
several numbers of this work, is unquestionably a just cause 
of complaint ; and on that account it is not so much the ob- 
ject of this address to extenuate the past, as by a fair disclo- 
sure of the improvement of the EpiTor’s means and 
resources, to exhibit to his readers, the grounds upon which 
he builds his promise for the future. 


On the difficulties of obtaining materials, in this part of the 
union, fora work of the multifarious nature of * The Register,’ 
it were unnecessary to enlarge. Two separate histories, in- 
volving transactions and principies, the most important to the 
general interests of mankind; and, above all, conversant of 
the most dear and valuable concerns of this Republic, require 
information, documents and authorities, not to be procured in 
this city. For this the Eprror knows no remedy but his visit- 
ing the Seat of Government, and the chief Metropolitan cities 
of the Union, which he purposes to do in the summer months, 
when he hopes to make arrangements, which will remove, in 
future, every obstruction on that account to the regular and 
Satisfactory progress of the work. 
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ii ADVERTISEMENT. 

The Eprror has no wish to conceal from the public a truth, 
which experience has, at length, forced upon his mind.... 
When he calculated upon conducting ‘Zhe Register,’ with such 
time and exertions as he could spare from other avocations, 
he over-rated his own powers. ‘This conviction, with which 
he ought indeed to have been impressed from the beginning, 
comes with tenfold weight, now, when one general sense has 
been expressed, with very few exceptions indeed, by his nu- 
merous subscribers spread over the continent, of the impor- 
tance and utility of the work. Influenced by such powerful 
motives for encreased exertion, he has for some time past 
sought for, and has at last succeeded in engaging, a Co-adji:or, 
on whom he coulkl depend; and who, in every requisite, for 
such an undertaking, is more than he hoped for, and as much 
as he could wish. His perfect knowledge of the gentleman 
of whom he speaks enables the Epitor to state with con- 
fidence, that the work will not only be accelerated in its appear- 
ance, but improved in its execution. The Historical fart will 
be continued in exact conformity to the plan and principles upon 
which it has been hitherto conducted. In this determination, 
he is fortified by the unequivocal approbation, which that part 
of the work has received from many of the most erudite rea- 
ders in the Union. Personal malice, itself, has not been able to 
fasten upon it, the imputation of partiality or undue influence. 
But, with respect to the Literary Miscellany, some altera- 
tions will take place, to which he has been advised by several 
judicious correspondents, and which he doubts not will be 
considered as advantageous to the work. The aid which he will 
thus receive, will enable him not only to give an increased di- 
versity to the Selections, but toenrich the work with a larger 
portion and greater variety of Original matter, than he has 
hitherto had it in his power to provide. 








From their very nature, it is evident the projected arrang- 
ment and improvements cannot take place so soon as the 
Editors desire, or the public might probably expect. But 
this may be confidently promised, that with all the speed of 
which the press is capable, the arrears shall be brought up; 
after which, every number shall appear, even to an hour, at 
the stated time of publication. 


Charleston, 3d of March, 1806. 





